
3/30/2022

1

A 10-Year Retrospect: 
The Origins of Baby Talk 

and the Symbolism of 
“Listening to Babies”

Origins of Baby Talk: 
October 2010 COQEBS General Meeting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUg6s-uIp1w
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://dspace.nelson.usf.edu/xmlui/handle/10806/4934&ei=_8L9VL-QIcK6ggTp4ILIBg&bvm=bv.87611401,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNE2jNwMdWzTMG8O6xNuu0xRO4OPVw&ust=1426003058489351
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://dspace.nelson.usf.edu/xmlui/handle/10806/4934&ei=_8L9VL-QIcK6ggTp4ILIBg&bvm=bv.87611401,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNE2jNwMdWzTMG8O6xNuu0xRO4OPVw&ust=1426003058489351
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Kindergarten 
Readiness in 

2010

In February 2011
COQEBS School Readiness Committee presented 

the First Annual “Baby Talk” event

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.usfsp.edu/fsc/resources/for-the-archive/&ei=Cb39VMSBJYXCggSL1IPQBQ&bvm=bv.87611401,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHVvn6mCp7LLQXPjvw_SEZAIngZ4A&ust=1426001537718474
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Closing The Gap: First Three Years of Life 
Provide Foundation for Brain’s Architecture

Talking to Babies: 
Asking Questions, 
Offering Choices, 

Labeling

Reading to with 
Babies

Floor Time

Video: President Obama on the word gap

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gu5P5NbGxEY
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Is it just HEARING MORE WORDS 

What is Listening to Babies?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Yxc1qG6dak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPbSlNLg_gk
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The most vital concept in that news feature?

“More words” is not just “filling up babies’ 
heads”. If so, TV exposure would be fine. 
Babies need Conversational turns

Also called: Serve-and-return exchanges

More conversational turns indicate that 
babies are being “seen”, heard and listened 
to and respectful interactions are happening

The model best respecting babies’ native wisdom 
is not “Cram In More Enrichment” but rather 

Relationship-Based Caregiving
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RIE’s goal is to help raise 
authentic infants who are:

• Competent Focused peaceful
involved

• Cheerful cooperative
resourceful initiating

• Confident aware
secure attentive

• Curious exploring
interested inner-directed

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.4nannies.com/blog/how-nannies-can-use-the-resources-for-infant-educarers-approach/&ei=1cX9VKviLcrEggSbz4LoAQ&bvm=bv.87611401,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNF3j2j82IVAi4ja8cjf1f0VW6sQcQ&ust=1426003771024099
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In order to channel and amplify babies’ native 
wisdom, RIE encourages:

Basic trust in the child 
to be an initiator, an 
explorer, and a self-

learner.

An environment that is 
physically safe, 

cognitively challenging, 
and emotionally 

nurturing.

Time for uninterrupted 
play.

Freedom to explore
and interact with other 

infants.

Involvement of the child 
in all care activities to 

allow the child to 
become an active 

participant rather than 
a passive recipient.

Sensitive observation
of the child in order to 
understand the child’s 

needs.

Consistency and 
clearly-defined limits 
and expectations to 

develop self-discipline. 

Respecting babies

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=youtube+rie+lansbury&&view=detail&mid=54E2B39F3E26D8421C8054E2B39F3E26D8421C80&rvsmid=64FD508F6F98912C419C64FD508F6F98912C419C&fsscr=-1815&FORM=VDFSRV
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18 months

Children begin responding positively to choices and limits set by an adult to help control 
their behavior. (Meisels and others 2003; Kaler and Kopp 1990). For example, the child may:

Stop drawing on the wall when a parent asks. (18 mos.; Meisels et al., 2003) 

Choose one toy when the infant care teacher asks, “Which one do you want?” even though 
the child really wants both. 

Look to the infant care teacher to see his reaction when the child reaches toward the light 
switch. 

Stop reaching for infant care teacher’s eyeglasses when she gently says, “no no.” (Scaled 

score of 10 for 7:16–8:15 mos.; Bayley 2006, 87; 12 mos) 
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2015, LTB: ACEs, Trauma and Toxic Stress

Understand the impact of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and trauma on the young child, 
their brain development and attachment formationUnderstand

Understand why failure to take a coparenting perspective in work with traumatized children 
runs the risk of creating re-traumatization experiencesUnderstand

Understand the importance of the role of the professional in supporting families addressing 
trauma-based behaviorsUnderstand

Be better prepared to provide sensitive responses to trauma-based behavior and to support 
parents and other professionals in providing sensitive responses to children and familiesBe
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Also, in Y3: Our Community

Twanna Monroe, Director, Infinite Potential Learning Center
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Years 3 and 4: Listening to Babies: Dads, Coparenting

Overcoming Agency Roadblocks: 
Supporting Father Engagement 

and Participation

Jennifer Bellamy
University of Denver

4th Annual Listening to Babies 

Training Workshop

February 26, 2016

https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=tightropetb&ei=UTF-8&p=father+calls+dove&type=Y161_F159_190695_112819#id=53&vid=b6b5b495d835e03945dc86e50b14ce79&action=click
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In Our Community: “Figuring It Out for the Child”

• Curriculum Developers and Clinical Supervisors: Gypsy 
Gallardo, MPP, Katherine McKay, Ph.D., Vikki Gaskin-
Butler, Ph.D.

• Community Partners: Carole Alexander, Next STEPP; 
Kimberly Brown-Williams, Ray Hensley

Formative Input from Black Male and Female 
Community Leaders

• Randolph B. Lewis, Director of Youth & Family Services, Pinellas County Urban League

• Carolyn Hepburn, MS, Healthy Start Project 

• Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr., Mt Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 

• James E. Myles, Executive Director, Bethel Community Foundation, Inc.

• Gwendolyn Reese, Founding Chair of The Healthy Start Coalition of Pinellas County

• Pastor Michael R. Watkins, Victory Christian Center Church

• Dale Watson, MPH, Pinellas County Health Department 

• Dr. Oliver J. Williams, Executive Director, Institute on Domestic Violence in the African 
American Community, University of Minnesota 
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Mentors were male-female 
teams, from our community 

• Results: Declines in depression (both moms and 
dads) at 3 months, sustained to 12 months

• Better coparenting teamwork and father 
involvement at 3 months, better coparenting at 12 

• Reductions in psychological aggression (arguing, 
name-calling) sustained to 12 months

• Both parents rated babies as showing fewer 
negative emotions, and moms rated their babies as 
less aggressive at 12 months

• Observations of mother-father problem-solving 
showed a Time X Group interaction for Male 
Problem-Solving Communication – Dads showed  
sustained benefit in using new skills 
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Helping coparents listen to babies: Baby Talk 
Academy at Infinite Potential Learning Center

Despite the growing focus on 
strengths, social and 
emotional readiness, 

daycare and VPK behavior 
challenges, and childcare 

removals remained 
prominent topics 
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School readiness committee reflections: 
age 3-4 catchup was important to address
kindergarteners in 2017, 2018, 2019 combined 

who scored above 500 on the FLKRS (N = 16,692)

Years 5 and 6 LTB Programs: Early 
Childhood Mental Health 
Consultation, Reflective Supervision
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Something was missing

• The latest, greatest 
ideas were fast becoming 
accessible in our county, 
agencies and providers 
showed interest in and 
signs of uptake, but the 
needle didn’t seem to be 
moving 

SRC Discussions 2018: Even well-prepared 5-year-
olds from our higher quality programs were 
sometimes encountering kindergarten challenges 
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LTB Years 7, 8 and 9: 
Expanding from a focus 

just on changing the child, 
to also changing us…How 

are we perceiving and 
receiving children – and 

their parents?
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Sankofa: 
Major 

Recurring 
Themes for 

SRC

• 0-3: Experiences of children during the 
first 3 years of their lives, especially in 
out-of-home care, and maximizing quality 
of in-home and out-of-home early 
experiences

• Pre-K readiness: Attending to both socio-
emotional and cognitive status of children 
before they enter pre-K, the overlooked 
age 3-4 years, especially those 3-4-year-
olds who didn’t have educaring or RIE-
inspired childcare experiences from 0-3

• The Kindergarten Year: Finding ways to 
offer the same validation, respect and 
honoring of voice that occurred in the 
infant, toddler and VPK years for children 
once they did enter kindergarten 

Other urgent 
and structural 
considerations

Those who care for children 
– honoring and supporting 
them with adequate pay

Adequate hands in the 
childcare center and pre-K 
classroom to LTB

Strengthening retention and 
preventing caregiver burnout
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Other urgent 
and structural 
considerations

Access: Meeting families where they 
are, not where we are, making 
supports and services accessible to 
them in ways they can use

Lived experience: Recognizing and 
addressing the structural context that 
affects families and their lived 
experiences

Poverty and wealth: Reckoning with 
the realities that living in poverty is 
the greatest factor determining the 
outcome of children’s well-being.
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City of St. Petersburg Structural Racism Study 
https://www.stpete.org/residents/current_projects/planning_projects/structural_racism_study.php

43

Other invisible barriers:
The infant mental health field
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So…Are We 
Listening?

LTB and Sankofa: 
Things Not to Forget

• The big 3 Listening to Babies emphases 
that none of us must leave behind: 0-3 
respect, 3-4 catchup, the K year script flip

• Always keeping a trauma lens remember 
for families - it’s life, just life

• Accept that there is also trauma related 
to differential experiences of being Black 
in America, including being Black in 
Pinellas County and its service systems
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LTB and Sankofa: 
Things Not to Forget

• Self-reflect if “must fix that child, why 
won’t that family engage with us?” becomes 
your mantra. Self-determination metaphors 

disregard context

• Without abondoning the LTB Big 3, also 
aggressively aim to transform that context: 
insufficient resources, putting money in 
hands of parents, having it follow the child, 
generating more childcare workers who are 
better supported with respectful wages, 
placing more caring hands on the ground

LTB and Sankofa: 
Things Not to Forget

• Acknowledge that filtering the work that 
must get done through the eyes of white 
agency heads and managers has an effect

• Own that it is hard to achieve collective 
impact when only some advance ideas others 
haven’t vetted, but must ascribe to

• Know everybody is trying, there’s no culprit, 
but it will take thick skin, hard work and 
regular self-reflection to build a functional 
and inclusive coalition

• Commit to honoring, receiving and abetting 
parent and community self-determination
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Henceforth, in all we do, 
listen to babies

https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video;_ylt=Awr9Il8SWRhibUYAknhXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNncTEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3BpdnM-?p=dad+talking+to+baby&fr2=piv-web&type=Y161_F159_190695_112819&fr=tightropetb#id=4&vid=25792c05ef15c034bcd36cd7ba9b2995&action=view

